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The int~r~st:s'Cff
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reasonable period to
have a major impact, "l."slt"e
radio terrain like TIllamook COUnt.y.

Currently most pJblic safety commun~cations are high band
(150 Mhz) because, w~~h adequate power, 1hese frequencies have
terrain characteris1(ics(;~lil,RW'~'1q'•. $Hpe)!d.o~ communications when
compared to other hithefl/ ,~~~ql\l~~;ci~$.'yEI~:minatingthe high power
capabilities will ret.ui'if! itPEH,adtiit;tion o~ mUltiple new mountain­
top sites to approxinJite tnesame coveracje currently available.

Under the propo~ed rule change, the~ddition of any new
mountaintop sites will also have to meet~he new band width
requirements (6.25 k'z). Not only does t~ industry not yet
manufacture equipme~t capable of meeting~hese requirements, but
it is also not possi!ble to retl;:Q2t'i.t,. e~i$~ing radios in the field
to meet the new sta.dard.

If a new mountaintop site were constructed, the new mobiles
would then not be compatible with the existing mountaintop radios
so they too would have to be changed at that time, along with all
other handheld, dispatch and base radios associated with the
system. The end result is a whole new radio system all at once
conforming to the new standards.
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The costs involved are astronomical. Our sheriff's depart­
ment operates with three mountaintops and 19 road deputies. Even
assuming that the officers shared cars and handhelds, and worked
in seven car shifts, which in itself is not acceptable, Tillamook
County would incur a cost of $10,000 for just the sheriff's
equipment. This would not include the additional costs of new
site acquisition and development. We also operate a Public Works
Department under similar circumstances. It is not inconceivable
that our small coastal county of 22,000 population would have to
invest half a million dollars just to maintain the bare minimum
level of public safety radio service.

The alternatives of either discontinuing services to remote
areas or accepting the risks to officer safety are wholly unac­
ceptable. Unless this Docket is rejected or postponed, the new
rules would place rural areas similar to Tillamook County in the
unfortunate position of either sacrificing public safety or
violating FCC rules.

Sincerely,

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FOR
TILLAMOOK COUNTY, OREGON


